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Meaning of Ren

Abstract: The using of the word Ren in Zuo Zhuan and Analects follows a patterned
format; that is, in specific contexts, performing the behaviour ought to be done achieves
Ren. This leads to the proposal of the hypothesis on the meaning of Ren; that is, Ren
refers to the behaviours that ought to be done in specific contexts. The correctness of this
hypothesis is subsequently deduced using sentences containing the word Ren in Analects.
Finally, the hypothesis is verified through the word Ren in the books Analects, Mencius,

and Xunzi.

Keywords: meaning of Ren; behavior ought to be done; ren; Analects; Zuo Zhuan
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